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Elizabeth warmly resented the personal remarks
on her age, besides quite justifiably saying that
a serious insult had been offered to the French,
with whom she was officially allied.
Possibly, too, Elizabeth felt this was the last
opportunity she would have of enjoying the
amusement of a thorough-going flirtation, and the
malicious pleasure of upsetting all the statesmen
of Europe, who were quite unable to cope with
her mentality and believed her capable of any-
thing. In any case, she fell upon the wretched
Stubbs and ordered both author and printer to
be sent to the Tower where their right hands
were cut off, and a judge who said this sentence
was illegal was " so sharply reprimanded that he
resigned his place ". Poor Stubbs showed his
&p:r^^d his loyalty, for after his right hand was
cut off he waved his h^f in the air with his left
and cried " God Save the Queen )T9 while " the
multitude standing about was deeply silent,
either out of horror at this new and unwonted
punishment, or else out of hatred of the
marriage ".
Actually in these marriage plans Elizabeth
went farther than perhaps she meant, for, having
kept the affair going for two years, when she
finally backed out and broke off the marriage
proposals, the French asked for what we should
call " damages for breach of promise " and got
them. Elizabeth had told Hatton that " she would
always escape by words, the current coin in